


Comet Neowise appears over

Mount Washington in the US.

The ISS is a modular space station

in low Earth orbit
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https://www.isro.gov.in/earth-observation/mosdac

http://www.insaindia.res.in/pdf/INSA_School_Student_

Opportunity.pdf
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R Approach 

Rethink Your Choices 

Refuse Single Use Materials 

Reduce Consumption 

Reuse Everything 

Re-Gift Old Stuff 

Repair Before you replace 

Rent/ Repurpose Be creative 

Recycle Last Option 

Rot Natural decomposition 

Dr. Vrajesh Parikh is the founder of VOICE OF THE 

EARTH and luminary leader of Harvard extension 

students environment club 

Teaching during COVID times 

We have all seen photographs of university 

campuses across India during the COVID-19 

pandemic lockdown looking desolate and 

empty. After all, what is a university without its 

students, without the hustle and bustle of 

classes, labs and lectures? It is an empty space, 

waiting for the return of interaction and 

education. 

At Ahmedabad University, however, we closed 

down classes in March as the lockdown began, 

and moved immediately to on line teaching. This 

was easier than I had expected. Along with the 

Vice Chancellor and the Dean of Engineering, we 

began teaching a course using Zoom called 

'Archiving the Times'. As a historian, I asked my 

students to examine the 1896 plague epidemic 

in Bombay and Ahmedabad, and the 1918-19 

'Spanish Flu' pandemic in western India from a 

historical perspective. They then used this 

approach to the past to try to chronicle the 

impact of what was happening around them in 

the present. Out of this, the students put 

together a website, Archiving Covid-19. 

It was a small-class teaching method, where the 

students were able to access digital online 

archival resources such as the Gokhale Institute 

of Politics and Economics 'DSpace' collection of 

reports, and digital newspaper cuttings. Sharing 

our work and images daily on screen, it was 

possible to teach, learn and absorb information 

in a way that was a testament to the power of 

online learning. Although the participants were 

in locations including Ahmedabad, Delhi, Surat, 

Lucknow and Wapi, it was possible to collaborate 

effectively. 

My expectation is that in the future, this sort of 

distance learning will remain an option for 

humanities and social sciences teaching, even 

after the coronavirus pandemic is at an end. 

Engagement with many students may become a 

problem in large classes, but most of the time it is 

possible to keep the dialogue moving, and to call 

on students for responses. 

The same is the case for theory classes in the 

sciences and engineering. Our faculty in 

biological and life sciences, physics and 

psychology at the School of Arts and Sciences 

were able to use a combination of Zoom and 

Google Hangouts for classes. Where a student 

had poor connectivity, it was possible to record 

and replay classes using chunks of short video 

recordings. The biggest obstacle to this kind of 

teaching is helping those who do not have 

appropriate computer equipment, and this is a 

challenge that may only be solved by cheaper 

hardware. If a family does not have a computer, 

or has a single shared one that others need to 

access, university learning is difficult. 

If teaching on line was effective in theory classes 

and in humanities and social sciences, it remains 

difficult to run a lab course online. As an 

intermediate solution, video of experiments can 

be shown, and one of the things we are 

considering now as our biology labs are   

partially reopen, is installing movement-
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https://medium.com/a-spoonful-of-

sugar/quantum-biology-6b8ea6284786
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